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Copyright 
Material included in our resources packages, including information, text, images, sound and audio visual 
material, is protected by copyright and, where applicable, moral and cultural rights. Many donors 
generously assign copyright in this material to Library & Archives NT. When using resources from this 
package we ask that you acknowledge the title, creator of the work and copyright owner.   

Where the copyright is held by Library & Archives NT, acknowledgement should include the phrase Library 
& Archives NT, followed by the Collection name and the item’s unique identifying number e.g. Library & 
Archives NT, Murry and Grace Colling Collection, PH0861/0138.  

If you are using an image online we also ask that you provide a link back to the image in our collection.  

If you use or adapt our material either online or in another shed format, we would love to hear from you on 
social media using the tag #madewithNTL 

Where an item is from another collecting institution, the images are supplied only for the purposes of 
private research and study.  Please use the form of attribution in this document, citing the institution name 
and identifying information requested by the supplying institution. Permission to use the items for any 
other purpose must be obtained by the owning institution. 

Information about obtaining high resolution copies of our images is available on our website.  

For high resolution copies of images from other collecting institutions please contact the owning 
institution.  Where available a link is provided to the original source image for your assistance. 

For more information see Copyright and Disclaimer and Northern Territory Library Terms and Conditions 

 
  

https://ntl.nt.gov.au/digitisation-services
https://nt.gov.au/copyright-disclaimer-and-privacy
https://ntl.nt.gov.au/policies-and-reports#section-131
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Darwin Cenotaph Story 
History snippet - the origins of Anzac Day in the Northern Territory and the Darwin Cenotaph. 

1. ANZAC Day 
Image 1: 1A_LANT-PH0238-1108.jpg 

Soldiers Monument. W.J. Barnes (photographer). Library & Archives NT, Peter Spillett Collection, 
PH0238/1108 

Anzac Day originally commemorated the anniversary of the landing of Australian and New Zealand troops 
at Gallipoli Peninsula on 25 April 1915. It later became a day of respect for those who served and 
sacrificed their lives in the First and Second World Wars and now includes the remembrance of all 
Australians killed in military actions. 

2. The first ANZAC Day 
Image 2: 2A_LANT-PH0386-0157.jpg 

Cenotaph, c. 1925 Library & Archives NT, Bill Littlejohn Collection, PH0386/0157 

The origins of Anzac Day can be traced back to a procession organised in lieu of the usual Eight Hours Day 
public holiday pageant in South Australia on 13 October 1915. All profits from the festival were donated 
to the Wounded Soldiers Fund. An Anzac Remembrance Day to raise funds to provide comforts for 
soldiers serving overseas was also celebrated in Victoria on 17 December 1915.  

3. The nation reflects 
Image 3: 3_LANT-PH0650-0133.jpg 

Cenotaph on the esplanade, c. 1930 Library & Archives NT, S.S. Godfrey Collection, PH0650/0133 

A public meeting in Brisbane on 11 January 1916 determined that the first anniversary of the Australian 
landings at Gallipoli should be celebrated in Queensland on 25 April under the title “Anzac Day.” All other 
states were then invited to consider similar action. Although Anzac Day had been discussed at the 
Premiers’ Conference in Melbourne in February 1916, no definite understanding regarding Anzac Day had 
been made. Such a commemoration was considered to be undesirable while the war was in progress. 
Instead small ceremonies were held in London and throughout Australia on 25 April 1916 to 
commemorate the anniversary of the Gallipoli landings. 

4. Northern Territory's First Anzac Day 
Image 4: 4A_LANT-PH0375-0096.jpg 

Cenotaph War Memorial, c. 1936. Library & Archives NT, Marella Collection, PH0375/0096 

The Northern Territory’s first Anzac Day Memorial Service was held in Christ Church Darwin on 25 April 
1916. Conducted by the Rector, the Rev. C. H. Massey, it took the form of a memorial celebration of the 
Holy Communion, to which special collects and prayers suitable to the occasion were inserted. In 1917 
Capt. Eli Barker and over forty officers and men from the Darwin Garrison, headed by a piper, marched to 
Christ Church Darwin on 25 April to attend the Anzac memorial services. Anzac Day 1918 was observed in 

https://hdl.handle.net/10070/70415
https://hdl.handle.net/10070/56176
https://hdl.handle.net/10070/61591
https://hdl.handle.net/10070/27328
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Darwin by a procession of war veterans and the permanent garrison headed by the Town Band followed 
by a memorial service. 

5. Peace Processions 
Image 5: 5A_LANT-PH1043-0095.jpg 

War Memorial Darwin (hand-coloured postcard), c. 1938 Library & Archives NT, William Williams Collection, 
PH1043/0095 

Most of the servicemen had returned to Australia by the time the Peace Processions were being organised 
throughout the Commonwealth in 1919. The Peace Celebrations in Darwin on 19 July commenced with a 
procession from the Town Hall to the Esplanade followed by sporting events on the oval, a Chinese 
torchlight procession, an open air concert and a corroboree. A display of fireworks ended the evening.  

6. The Soldiers Memorial Darwin 
Image 6: 6A_LANT-PH0219-0265.jpg 

Cenotaph, 1985. Janet Chaloupka (photographer) Library & Archives NT, Janet Chaloupka Collection, 
PH0219/0265 

Monday 25th April 1920 (Anzac Day) was declared a public holiday throughout the Northern Territory and 
the Commonwealth. Special services were held in the three local churches and returned soldiers in the 
Railway Department were given time off without loss of pay to attend any parade or function.  

A public meeting in the Darwin Town Hall, was convened by the Mayor, Mr. R Toupein on 17 May 1920 to 
discuss the disposal of the Soldiers Memorial Fund held in trust since 1917. A Soldier’s Memorial was 
subsequently erected at Liberty Square, opposite Government House, Darwin and unveiled on 24 April 
1921. It was relocated to the Civic Centre near Brown's Mart in 1970 and then to its present location in 
Bicentennial Park in 1992. 

7. Dig Deeper and Discover More 

7.1. Territory Stories 
https://territorystories.nt.gov.au/jspui/handle/10070/214493 

Search our specialist digital collection featuring images, manuscripts, maps, and newspapers relating to the 
World War I and Territory ANZACs. 

7.2. Places of interest 
Click here to reveal a map of places of interest you might like to visit relating to the Darwin Cenotaph.  

Christ Church Cathedral Darwin 
https://christchurchcathedral.org.au/   
Site of the first ANZAC Service in Darwin. 

Remains of Town Hall 
https://northernterritory.com/darwin-and-surrounds/see-and-do/town-hall-ruins-darwin 
The Peace Procession in 1919 started from the Town Hall.  

https://hdl.handle.net/10070/272251
https://hdl.handle.net/10070/17176
https://territorystories.nt.gov.au/jspui/handle/10070/214493
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1_GUEM1V06ajZBHurKERdUJ5TC9QK0Fsr&usp=sharing
https://christchurchcathedral.org.au/
https://northernterritory.com/darwin-and-surrounds/see-and-do/town-hall-ruins-darwin
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The Esplanade 
https://www.ntlis.nt.gov.au/placenames/view.jsp?id=6037 
End of the 1919 Peace Procession and site of celebrations.  
 
Soldiers Memorial 
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/conflict/multiple/display/80128-darwin-cenotaph 
A Soldier’s Memorial was erected at Liberty Square, opposite Government House, Darwin and unveiled on 
24 April 1921. 

Soldiers Memorial at Civic Square 
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/conflict/multiple/display/80128-darwin-cenotaph 
The Soldier’s Memorial  was relocated to the Civic Centre near Brown's Mart in 1970  

Darwin Cenotaph War Memorial 
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/conflict/multiple/display/80128-darwin-cenotaph 
The Darwin Cenotaph War Memorial was moved to its present location in Bicentennial Park in 1992.  The 
Cenotaph is used regularly through-out the year to mark remembrance dates.    

7.3. Discover LibrariesNT 
https://ntl.on.worldcat.org/search?databaseList=&queryString=anzac+day 

Through our catalogue you can find resources held by LANT about Anzac Day. Expand your search to 
Libraries Worldwide to see resources held by other collecting institutions.  

  

https://www.ntlis.nt.gov.au/placenames/view.jsp?id=6037
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/conflict/multiple/display/80128-darwin-cenotaph
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/conflict/multiple/display/80128-darwin-cenotaph
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/conflict/multiple/display/80128-darwin-cenotaph
https://ntl.on.worldcat.org/search?databaseList=&queryString=anzac+day
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This Darwin Cenotaph Resources Package contains the following files as a zip package: 

Note: No representation is made that this package or the files contained within it are free of viruses. 
Virus scanning is recommended and the responsibility of the recipient. 

In the following table the Item reference refers to the reference to the item in context in this document.  
The Package File Name is the name of the file that contains the digital version of this item in this zip file.  
File naming convention consist of 

#X_LANT-IDENTIFIER.xxx 

• # The section number containing the item reference in this document.  Where this number 
is followed by “A” the image in the display screen has been edited and the image provided is 
the unedited version from the collection. 

• LANT  - Code for the collecting institution which owns the original of the item [Library & 
Archives NT] 

• IDENTIFIER An identifier for the item in the collection 
• .xxx File extension denoting the file type 

 

Item reference Package File Name 

This Document  Explore_NT_History_Darwin_Cenotaph_20200417.pdf 

Image 1 1A_LANT-PH0238-1108.jpg 

Image 2 2A_LANT-PH0386-0157.jpg 
Image 3 3_LANT-PH0650-0133.jpg 
Image 4 4_LANT-PH0375-0096.jpg 
Image 5 5A_LANT-PH1043-0095.jpg 
Image 6 6A_LANT-PH0219-0265.jpg 
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